
Make Inferences 
 
Authors don’t always tell the reader 
everything they want them to know about 
the story. Good readers have to learn to 
be detectives and look for clues to help 
them understand the story better. 
 

Inferences = Schema + Clues from the story 
 

While you are reading, ask yourself: 
● Can you explain why the character acted this 
way? 

● How do you think the author might feel about the 
character? 

● What clues can you find in the pictures? 
 
Click here to watch a Brainpop Jr. video about making 
inferences. 
 
Click here to watch an Into the Book video about making 
inferences. 
 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainpopjr.com%2Freadingandwriting%2Fcomprehension%2Fmakeinferences%2Fpreview.weml&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmROuMB38QKzcB2flOzuAOmmw0dQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fexplore.ecb.org%2Fvideos%2FWML_series%3FTHE_NOLA1%3D2ITB%26REFERER%3DBADGER%26SHOWHIDE%3DS&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHEtqQx4vfshGwaHAwBu-VyXDhszA


Name: _______________________________________________  Date: _________ 

Making Inferences 

The text says… 
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Text clues   +       Schema       =        Inference 
(information/clues 

from the text) 
(what I already know/ 
my prior knowledge) 

(my conclusion) 

 I already know… I can infer… 


